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A S a noble Lord in another country, has groſsly 
 defamed and calumniated you, by aſſerting that 
you drove the innocent and peaceable inhabitants 
of this Iſland into Rebellion, by treating them 
with fingular barbarity and cruelty, in enforcing 
the Inſurrection Law; and in obeying the man- 
dates of the preſent i Ta and the Govern- 
ment, for that purpoſe V. as ſome ſeditious 


perſons, the admirers and Maries of his Lordſhip, 
make a practice of aſſerting that your cruel and 
inhuman conduct has been the ſole cauſe of the 
diſturbances, which have been ſo diſgraceful to 
Ireland ; and as ſuch, men do ſo merely for the 
pur poſe of diſhonouring you, and of inflaming the 
people, I would recommènd to you, and to every 
ns ge to carry in his pocket the following 
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chronological ſtatement of facts, and to produce it 
when ſuch aſſertions are made, which will prove 
the falfity of them, and that the diſturbances exiſt- 
ed here four years before Lord Camden arrived in 
Ireland, and fix years before the Inſurrection Law 
paſſed. He” 
© ds E am, Gentlemen, 


your obedient ſervant, 


CAMILLUS. 
8 * 


1791. 


In conſequence of various affrays and tumul- 


tuous meetings in the county of Armagh, the 


Sheriff and Grand Jury, at the Summer Aſſizes of 
that county, entered into the following Reſolu- 
tions, That on taking the ſtate of the country 
into confideration, th are very much alarmed 
at the tumultuous meEting of the lower claſs of 

people, and the rage chat prevailed among them, 
for illegally arming memſelves;“ and they offer 


very high rewards to ſuch perfons as ſhall diſcover 


and proſecute them. 


January 30th A party of Defenders forcibly 
entered the houſe of Mr. Barclay, of Forkill, in 
the county of Armagh, and butchered him and 
his family with ſavage cruelty. They eut off the 


breaſts and the calves of the legs of Mrs. Barclay, 


and 


1335 1 

and cut out her tongue, though ſhe was a beauti. 
ful young woman, and had never offended them. 
T hey ſerved her brother much in the fame man- 
ner. They died of their wounds. They cut off 
the tip of Mr. Barclay's tongue, and otherwiſe bar- 
barouſly abuſed Him. When he appeared in court 
to proſecute, his inarticulate utterance, and the 
* woefnl appearance which he made altogether, 
drew tears from every perſon preſent. 

In the month of February, a number of Defen- 
ders, well armed, forcibly entered the houſe of 
Mr. Fagan, of Loughagar, near Mullingar, and 
after having wounded him and his wife, they 
robbed him of caſh and various valuable articles, 
to the amount of 600l. | 

October 20ih.—The houſe of Mr. Abraham 
Haynes, of Croſsbarry, in the county of Cork, 
was attacked by about 300 men, well armed, who 
fired many ſhots into it, and wounded his ſon. 


1792. 

May gd. — The ſum of 600]. was collected at 
Coleraine for the uſe of th French, by a Revolu- 
tionary Club, which conſtantly correſponded with 
the Government of France. 

 9th.—There was an accommodation harweek | 
the Defenders and Peep-of-day-Boys, after a war- 
fare of ſome months. 

October ti. -The United Iriſhmen affembled 
in Dublin declare as follows: “ Aſſociated on the 
principles of humanity, and zealous for her rights, 
we view, with generous indignation, the combi. 
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nation of deſbots to keep her in degradation. Whe- 
ther thoſe deſpots be decorated with diudems, or the 
petty tyrants of the country aſſembled in 4 jury 
room, their principles and object are the ſame in 
themſelves, and by us equally deteſted.” Time has 


taught us how far the United Robbers and Aſſaſ- 


ſins were affociated on the principles of humanity: 
We are not ſurpriſed that they ſhould deteſt Kings 
and Juries, becauſe they checked their avidity for 
plunder and confiſcation, ang brought Wavy of 
them to the gallows. 
December 25th „ ac ſeat of Mr. 
Mc<Clintock, in the county of Louth, was attacked 
by a numerous body of 1 who fred 
* ſhots into it. en, 

In. the autumn and winter of this year, ſo many 
barbarous outrages were committed in the county 
of Louth, that at the Spring Aſſizes following, 
held at Dundalk, 21 Defenders were ſentenced to 
die, 25 to be tranſported, 12 to be impriſoned a 
certain time, for having conſpired to murder dif- 
fcrent perſons ; 13, indicted for murder, put off 
their trials, and Bend Warrants iſſued int go: 
1 who abſconded. | 

Early this year a party of Rebels, ho ſtiled 
themſelves National Guards, and who endea- 
voured in every reſpect to aſſimilate to thoſe at 
Paris, having green uniforms, were arrayed and 
diſciplined in Dublin, under two traitors; who, 
conſcious of their treaſonable deſigns. and prac- 
tices, have fince fled from the vengeance of the 
The device on their buttons was a Harp 

OR with. 


E 


with a Cap of Liberty, inſtead of a Crown. It ap- 
peared that theſe two rebellious Chieftains were 
deeply concerned in the plot of the Rev. Mr. 
Jackſon, who went to Ireland accredited as Am- 
baſſador from the French Government, in the 
year 1794. This ſhews how deeply rooted trea- 
ſon was at ſo early a period, and that it aſſumed a 
bold and menacing aſpect. 


1793: 


January 8th. — A large mob of Defenders al- 
ſembled at Woodford, in the county of Galway, 
declared they would pay no more taxes, and ſwore 
numbers of people to be true to them and their 
_ cauſe. 

January 30th. A numerous ; body of them well 
armed, attacked a detachment of the 41ſt regi- 
ment when on their march, near Peter's-ville, in 
the County of Meath, and had a ſevere conflict 

with them ; the Preſbyterians joined the King's 
troops. . the ſame time, a large party of 
Defenders wantonly aſſaulted a company of the 
ſame regiment between Manor-Hamilton and 
Carrick-on-Shannon, in the County of Leitrim, 
and deſtroyed their baggage, though they Were. 
ultimately repulſed. 

February. A detachment of the 8th regiment 
was attacked by a large body of them at e 
near Kells, in the county of Meath. 

February. —A body of them attempted to carry 
off four pieces of cannon from Garretſtown, but 
were prevented by the Volunteers of Ardeath. 

February 
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February 12th.—Numerous parties of them com- 
mitied dreadful outrages in the Barony of Inniſh- 
owen and County of Donnegall, ſuch as burning 
houſes, deſtroying. corn, extorting _ ang. 
writing threatening letters. 
February 13th—A large body of them well 


mounted and armed, attacked and entered the 
houſe of Mr. Mark Caſſedy of Derry, in the 


county of Monaghan, at midnight, and robbed 


him of his arms, caſh, plate, and other various 
articles of great value. —They 1 in great numbers at- 
tacked: the King's troops at Ardee, who killed 
ſeven, and took a great number of them.—Ar 
this rime the people of that town were ſo much 


afraid of being maſſacred by them, that they and 


the magiſtrates 8 gourd by mg for a 8 
time. 

February 151. A numerous boch ok delegates, 
choſen in different diſtricts in the province of 
Uliter, aſſembled at Dungannon, and aſſumed the 
function of legiſlators. They determined on 
totally altering the frame of the Conſtitution, and. 
reſolved alſo, that a committee ſhould be authoriz- 
ed to communicate with the other provinces of 
the kingdom, at that important criſis, to form a 
National Convention at a future day. US 

February 2.—Eight Defenders were arreſted at 
the Naul by Juſtice Graham, and among the 
papers of their leader Joſeph Corbally, a lift of 
66 perſons was found, who Bick enrolled them- 
e as 8 | 
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February 11 — Phe Attorney General moved 
the Court of King's Bench for informations againſt 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan and Napper Tandy, 
for a deep-laid conſpiracy to raiſe ſedition. 

The outrages committed by the Defenders were 
0 frequent and ſo violent, chat on 

February 13th, a Proclamation iſſued, offering 
a reward of 100l. to any perſon who would diſco- 
ver and proſecute to conviction any « of them not 
already in cuſtody. This ſufficiently proves how 
bold and how numerous theſe miſcreants were at 
ſo early a period. 5 

© March 29th.—Napper 1228 was indicted at the 
aſſizes of Dundalk, for having diſtributed ſeditious 
hand- bills to encourage the people of the County 
of Louth, then much infeſted by Defenders, to 
riſe; but conſcious that there were ſtrong charges 
for high treaſon againſt him, he forfeited his 
recognizance, and has never fince 7 in 
Ireland. N 

May 2855. A large party of them, 4 com- 
mitting various outrages at Boyle in the county 
of Roſcommon, attacked a body of the King's 
troops who killed 19 of them About this time, 
there was a general ring of them in the coun- 
ties of Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim, and Roſcommon. 
They olyndered the following houſes of ammu- 
nition and arms: Captain Ornfſby's of Caſtledal- 
gan, Mr. Johnſon's of Adderſaid, and his ſon's, 
and Captain Carter's of Prumleaſe. They entirely 
deſtroyed the houſe and furniture of Mr. Tenniſon 
of Coleville, valued at 6000). They robbed the 


houſe 


1 
houſe of Mr. Cooper, Member for the County of 


Sligo, of 30 muſquets, broke his windows, and 


drank or ſpilled all the liquor in his cellars. 


June 281. — A body of inſurgents burned the 
houſe of Mr. Wilſon of Caſtlecomer, and aſſaſſi- 


nated Mrs. Wilſon, as ſhe was N to 


make her eſcape from the flames. 
July 15th.—A bout 3000 rebels „ to at- 


tack the town of Wexford, and the brave Major 


Vallaton was killed at the head of a party of his 


regiment, which he led forth in defence of it. 
July 15th —A large mob of people riotouſly aſ- 
ſembled near Limerick, had an engagement with 
a party of the 38th regiment, who were obliged 
to fire, and killed ſome of them; however, they 


afterwards burned the houſe of Mr. Oliver, an 


active Magiſtrate, who had exerted - himſelf f in 


quelling them. 
July 24th Great numbers were 0 of 


violent outrages as Defenders, at Roſcommon 
Aſſiſizes. Many of them wers convicted at Dun- 


dalk about this time, for burning ſome houſes, and 
plundering others of arms. About this time a 
party of the King's troops commanded by Capr. 
Forbes, at Bruff, were treacherouſly fired on from 
the windows of the houſes, while on parade. 

July 24th—At Roſcommon Aſſizes, ſeveral per- 
{ons were convicted of having committed various 
crimes as Defenders. 


At Dundalk, Michael Clark for baving, with 


others, burned the houſe of Chriſtopher Jenny, 


Eſq: of Park, was condemned to die; and many, 
| other. 


E 


other perſons received the like ſentence, for having 
forcibly taken arms out of houſes in the night. 


Auguſt 16th Lord Weſtmorland i in his ſpeech to 
both houſes of Parliament, faid, the ſpirit of diſ- 
content which prevailed among the lower orders 
of the people a at the beginning of this Seſſion, has 
ſince burſt into acts of riot and inſurrection, fo that 
I have been under the painful neceſſity of employ- 
ing his Majeſty's s forces, whoſe ſteadineſs and 
good conduct have, on all occaſions been mani- 


" reſted.” Can we give a ſtronger indication of the 


turbulent ſpirit of theſe rebels at this very early 
period; and can it be in any way imputed to Lord 
Camden's adminiſtration ? T 


October 20th.—The houſes of Mr. Moore of 
Ballintree, and of Mr. Tyrrell of Strokeſtown, 
County of Meath, were entered in the night, and 
plundered of arms and Many valuable articles. 


- 


This year the Rev. and N Mr. Butler, 


3 Chaplain to the Biſhop of Meath, was aſſaſſinated 


at t his Lordſhip' 8 5 


1794. 


February 251%. —Numerous bodies of Ipſurgents 
aſſembled between Dunmanway and Bandon, in 
the County of Cork, and ſwore ſeveral perſons 
not to pay taxes, and to obey Captain Right ; 
and they evcn threatened to ſtorm the town of 


Bandon. 


March. 
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March 13th and 14th.—They aſſembled again, 
and aſſumed the office of Legiſlators; and had 
the, boldneſs to attack and to diſperſe a num- 
ber of Police-men, attended by a Magiſtrate, 
after having wounded ſome of them. They kad 
the audacity to attack a party of the Carlow 


Militia; and they wounded a Magiſtrate while 


challing the riot act. 


March 171. — At the Aſſizes of Dundalk, many 


perſons were convicted of a appearing in arms 
in the night as Defenders: and of adminiſtering 
and taking unlawtul oaths. 

April 10th.—At the Aſſizes of Sligo, many per- 
ſons were convicted of ſimilar offences. — This 
year at Drumſna, in the County of Leitrim, nine 
Police-men fled into a houſe from a mob of 
Inſurgents, who ſet fire to the houſe and mur— 


dered all the Poljce-men, as they endeavoured | 


to eſcape from the flames. 
May 12th —The Defenders were guilty of in- 
ſurrections and outrages little ſhort of rebel- 


lion. At Kilnaleek, in the County of Cavan 


and the neighbouring country, they were three 
days under arms. They laid waſte a large tract 
of the Biſhop of Meath's eſtate, having firſt 
plundered and then burned many of his tenants 
houſes. —The Royal Dublin Militia, aſſiſted by 
ſome Preſbyterians, purſucd them to Ballynaugh, 
which town they took poſſeſſion of, and fired 
on the King's troops from the windows : at laſt 


the Militia were obliged to burn the town to, 


 Augnſ 


diſlodge them. 
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Auguſt —This month the Defenders committed 


many outrages and robberies in the County of 


* 


Leitrim; they robbed the houſes of a Mr. Halt- 
penny and a Mr. Lloyd of arms and many valua- 
ble effects, and in doing ſo murdered a private of 
the Loyal Greys. x 

About this time, 10,000 Defenders aſſembled 
on the mountain of Shevebaune, in the County 
of- Roſcommon, and ſent a detachment of 2000 
of their party to burn the houſe and offices of Mr. 
Mills, at Ballinfad, which they accompliſhed. 
They afterwards. had a battle with the 18th Dra- 
goons.—They paid great reſpect to a portrait of 
Ravaillac who murdered that amiable Monarch 
Henry the” IVth of France, which was in the 
houſe of Mr. Mills. It may ſeem fingular that a 
mob compoſed of the rabble ſhould know who 
Ravaillac was, but this is eafily accounted for ; 
as one of their leaders who was ſhot, was very well 
dreſſed and had a gold watch and a conſiderable | 
ſum of money 1n his purſe, but it never was diſ- 
covered who he was. 

December. — The houſe of Mr. Swift at Cleron 
in the County of Weſtmeath, was attacked by 
the Defenders, who abuſed his-perſon, broke his 


windows, and deprived him of his arms. 


795. 

In the ſummer and autumn of this year, the 
county of Armagh was much agitated by the Pe- 
fenders and Orangemen, and great numbers were 
killed in the conflicts which took place between 
them. The former Rag. an encampment four miles 

from 


1 
how Armagh in which they erected a Nlandard 


with a flag. 
March 21ft.—At Carrickmacroſs a private of 


the Galway Militia was wlenerod by three De- 


fenders. 

March 25th. — The houſe of Mr. Grattan, of 
'Bensfort, county of Meath, was attacked by a 
party of Defenders, who broke into the hall, but 
were repulſed by him and his ſervants. A ſhort 
time before, during his abſence, they forcibly en- 
tered it, and carried off ſome plate, tome fire- 
arms and other valuable articles. | 
March 31ſt. —As the Lord Chancellor was re- 
turning from the Caſtle to his houſe, he was al- 
ſaulted by a numerous mob of rebels, who hav- 
ing conſpired to murder him, were aſſembling al! 
that evening. They almoſt demoliſhed his Lord- 
ſhip's coach, and he received a blow of a ſtone in 
the face, which gave him a ſevere contuſion. 
Theſe wretches, who were United Iriſhmen, have 
bad peculiar hatred towards him, becauſe he has 
for about fifteen years diſplayed ſingular wiſdom 
and intrepidity in keeping down that ferocious 
ſpirit, which has appeared in the ſhape of various 
revolutionary factions in Ireland, which would 
have been ruined, but for his Lordſhip's extraordi- 
nary and ſeaſonable exertions. 

Mey.—This month, near Sligo, between two 
and three thouſand Defenders had the. temerity to 
attack a company of the Derry Militia, who re- 
pelled the attack after having killed 30 and taken 
many of the inſurgents. 


Mej: 


E 
May About the ſame time a numerous body 
of them aſſaulted a company of the Tyrone Mi- 
litia, quartered at Tuam, who 1n their defence 
killed 18, took and wounded a great number of 


them. | 
June 224d —A party of Defenders weak into 


the houſe of Coote Molloy, Eſq. near Boyle, in 


the county of Roſcommon, but his ſon having 


ſhot one of them dead in the hall, the remainder 


fled; he alſo wounded another who turned ap- 
W | 


During the ſummer of this year, the counties 
of Meath, Weſtmeath and Kildare, were dread- 


fully agitated. In ſhort, moſt of the reſpectable 


inhabitants of them were obliged to keep ſoldiers 
in their houſes for their protection. Mr. Thomas 
Ryan, a Magiſtrate of the county of Kildare, 
when returning to his houſe, aſter having aſſiſted 


at the committal of ſome Defenders, was waylaid 


and ſurrounded by a large number of theſe rufhans, 
who fired ſeveral ſhots at him, and gave him a 
ſevere wound in the temple. 

The houſe of Mr. Lille, near Caſttepollard, 
county of Meath, was attempted by a nnmerous 
body of them; but after a gallant defence he 
repulſed them. 

June 4th—They attacked tae houſe of Mr. 
Murdock, of Heathſtown, county of Weſtmeath, 
and robbed it of arms. Four of them were ſoon 
after taken and condemned to be hanged on the 
evidence of one Sommers his ſervant. The night 

before 


K 6 7 
before the execution the Defenders aflafiinaied 
Sommers. 5 | 3 | 

July. William Finlay, of Ginnetts, in the 
county of Kildare, Eſq. was fired at in mid-day, 
while walking in his demeſne, and the ball lodged 
in his arm. | 

In the county of Meath, the houſe of the Rev: 
Mr. Knipe was attacked in the night by a large 
body of Defenders, In his defence he killed one 
of them In revenge, they afterwards -marder- 
ed him, and mangled his body with ſavage bar- 
barity. 

Auguſt.—A body of them attacked the houſe of 
Mr. Sterne Tighe, of Carrick, in the county of 
Meath, but after many ſhots fired on both ſides 
they fled. Soon aftcr they plundered the houſe 
of Mr. Monaghan, of Caſtletown-Delvin, of arms. 
The ſame night a number of houſes were attempt- 
ed, ſeveral cows were houghed, and other dama- 
ges were done. 

The houſe of the Solicitor General at Cabragh; 
and thoſe of Mcflrs. Finegan and Chriſtie, near 
Glaſsmanogue, were plundered of arms, by many 
perſons, who announced themſelves to be county 
of Cavan Defenders. 

In the neighbourhood of F las the houſes 
of Mr. Rowe, and many others, were plundered 
of arms. | _- 

The houſe of the Rev. Mr. McAlliſter, near 
Summer-hill, county of Meath; was robbed by 
the Defenders of money and arms. Near Slane, 
many cows and bullocks were houghed by them. 


In Eaſt Meath, many outrages too numerous to 


A mention 


W234 


E 
mention were committed; where improving in 
cruelty, they often cut off the udders of cows. 
Mr. Talbot's houſe | in the Park was robbed of 
arms. 
Auguſt 4th. —They attacked the houſe of Mr, 
Pentland, of Hollywoodrath, and becauſe he re- 


fuſed to ſurrender his arms, they burned his hay 


and corn. 
5:h.—Not ſatisfied with houghing eleven cows 


the property of Mr. Read, near Old Caſtle, they 


burned to the ground his houſe and offices ; and 
this becauſe he proſecuted two ruffians for bur- 
glary and felony. | | 

A body of them burned to aſhes the houſe and 


farniture of Mr. Peter Brady, of Mace-town, coun- 
ty of Meath. 


James Weldon, convicted as a Defender of a 


dark and dangerous conſpiracy, and of many trea- 


ſonable acts, was hanged. 
September. Many houſes were forced and plun- 
dered, and various outrages committed near Drog- 
heda, and in the county of Meath, 
The houſe of Mr. Walſh, wha keeps flour mills 


near Drogheda, was forced and robbed of arms. 


That of Mr. Taylor, who Keeps the Black Lion, 
was attacked, but after a vigorous defenee the 
Defenders fled. 

They forcibly entered the houſe of Mrs. Fullam, 


near Navan, and becauſe ſhe mildly reaſoned with 


them on the impropriety of their cement they 


ſhot off the roof of her ſkull. 
B The 
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The ſame banditti attacked the houſe of one 
Mullins, who alarmed his neighbours, and ſeizgd 
one of them. | 

They forcibly entered the hovſe of Mr. Walſh, 
near Swords, took his arms, and made him ſwear 
the Defenders oath. 

'The houſes of Sir Henry Wilkinſon, of Corbal- 
lis, near Swords, and of Alderman Lynam, near 
Rickadſtown, were forced in the night and plun- 
dered of arms. 

Some time in the year 1793, the United iriſh- 
men enliſted under their banners the Preſbyte- 
rians, who had been previouſly hoſtile to the 
Defenders, who were without exception of the 
Popiſh perſuaſion. They then united both theſe 
fectaries, who from that time have been denomi- 
nated United Iriſhmen. 


1796. 

In the autumn of this year, before the Inſurrec- 
tion Law paſſed, the Defenders ſeized arms, and 
committed various other depredations within 'S 
quarter of a mile of the city of Dublin. 

January 2d.— The Houſe of Mr. Harman, mem- 
ber for the county of Longford, at Bawn, in faid 
county, was entered in the night by thirteen ruf⸗ 
Hans, who barbarouſty murdered him. 

167½. -A party of them forcibly entered the 
houſe of Dennis Raymond, of Wyanſtown, Eſq- 
beat and wounded him, and carried off various 
articles of value. 

February 29th.—Ten perſons were convicted of 
2 conſpiracy to murder John Hanlon, a private in 
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the Royal Iriſh Artillery, becauſe he was to pro- 
ſecute, as a witneſs, ſome perſons who were guil- 
ty of Defenderiſm and High Treaſon. 

March 11th.—Eight perſons were convicted of 
Defenderiſm at Naas, and in the courſe of the trial 
it appeared, that they had been guilty of High 
Treaſon. 

Three perſons of O'Connor's Club rlended Walt 
to an indictment for High Treaſon. 

12th — At Mullingar eight perſons were con- 
victed of capital crimes as Defenders. | 

April 15!1h, —At Wonaghan, three Defenders 
were convicted of having fired many ſhots into the 
houſe of Mr. George Bell ; and James Moan, a 
Defender, of having recruited men to fight againſt 
the Orangemen, —At Armagh, four men were con- 
victed as White Boys.—W. Hynes was indicted at 
Kilmainham, for having inis the Defen- 
ders oath. 

July 20th At Down Aſſiaes fix Defenders were 


convicted of murder. | 
Auguſt 8.—At Trim, one Tray vor, a Defen- 


der, was convicted of High Treaſon. At this 
time, two men of the name of Connolly and 


Kearney were murdered between Luttrelſtown and 


Dunboyne; and their bodies were mangled with 


ſavage barbarity. The former had been a 


witneſs. on ſome trials, and was ſoon to have 


proſecuted a party of Defenders, who had at- 
tacked the houſe of Mr. Falkiner of Abbots- 


town; the other was an inoffenfive old man, 


who had not interfered againſt them. 
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Aegi: 10. Fifty convicts, three-fourths of 
them Defenders, were ſhipped for Botany Bay. 
18½.—At Carrickfergus, James Levingſton was 
convicted of publiſhing a moſt daring libel, 
entitled Liberty and Equality, in which he ex- 
cited the people to plant the Tree of Liberty. 
October 17th.—A man of the name of M*Bride, 
who was obnox1ous to the Defenders, was ſhot 
in the ſtreets of Belfaſt. —I will now appeal to 
the candour of the reader, whether it was not 
necellary to increaſe the ſeverity of the crimi- 
nal laws; and the energy of the Executive Ma- 
giſtrates, as the former ſtate of them was found 
inſufficient during a period of ſix years, to pro- 
tet the King's peaccable ſubjeas, and to ſub- 
due a ferocious and ſanguinary ſpirit, which 
would have dilgraced the Tartars or Saracens. 
This has been frequently done on extraordi- 
nary emergencies by the Engliſh nation, who 
Jurpais all European States in criminal juriſpru— 
dence, as much as they excel them in all thoſe 
arts, which arc materially neceſſary to improve 
and adorn civil life. That Statute called the 
Stabbing Act, 1. Jac. 1. c. 8. was enacted. to 
meet the preſſure of the ogcafion. The 22d 
and 23d Car. 2. c. I. called the Coventry Act, 
was enacted to prevent the barbarous practice 
of maiming or disfiguring any perſon, which 
had at that time occurred. But that which re- 
ſembles moſt the inſurrection law, is the gth 
of Geo. 1. c. 22. commonly called the Waltham 
Black Act, octaſioned by the cruelties and de- 
| | N vaſtation 
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vaſtation committed in Hampſhire, by perſons 


in diſguiſe or with their faces blackened. They 
wrote threatening letters in order to extort 


money. In the night, they in large bodies forced 


houſes, and plundered them not only of money, 


but even of furniture and wearing apparel. 


They fired at people while peaceably ſitting 
at their fire-ſides. At that time there were no 


perſons ſo abſurd as to think gf conciliating them ; 


though they did not equal the United Iriſhmen 


in ſavage barbarity. The penalties ordained 


by that law were very ſevere: they were en- 
forced in a ſummary manner; and on reading 


the hiſtory and the law reports of that period, 
we ſhall find, that thoſe who purſued and de- 


tected the perpetrators of ſuch horrid crimes, 


paid much leſs regard to Judicial forms in puniſh- 


ing them, than you do towards the United robbers 
and aſſaſſins of the preſent day. I beg leave 
to obſerve, that the inſurrection law is perfectly 
inoperative; and cannot be enforced in any 
county or diſtrict, unleſs the Magiſtrates, con- 
vinced of the urgent neceſſity of introducing it, 
call on the Lord Lieutenant and the Privy 
Council to do ſo, according to a preſcribed form. 
This ſhould filence the clamours of the dif- 
affected againſt Government. The - firſt time 
the inſurrection law was enforced, occured 
24th October, 1796, in the county of Armagh, 
when 25 Magiſtrates of that. County ſignified 
by memorial to the Lord Lieutenant, that cer- 
tain Pariſhes in it were in a ſtate of diſturbance, 
and ſhould therefore be proclaimed. I beſeech 
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you my good friends, to ſpurn at the officious 
interference in the concerns of your country, of 
a let of mercenary politicians in the Senate of 


a neighbouring kingdom. After having ex- 
hauſted every expedient which the malice of 


diſappointed ambition could deviſe, to ſupplant 
its preſent Miniſters, they try to wound them, 
by fomenting the diſturbances of this unfortu- 
nate iſland: they are a ſet of Alchymiſts who 
regard it as a crucible, in which they hope to 
convert their baſe materials (which would not paſs 
current elſewhere) into gold, imitating the ex- 
ample of their coadjutor, Mr. Grattan, in the 
year 1782, when he acquired by ſuch means 
the ſum of 50,000l. As fire was a neceſlary 
agent in their operations, and the flame muſt 
be kept alive, they ſent a certain noble Lord 
here for that purpoſe; but as he had aſpired 
to be at the head of thoſe political chemiſts, it 
ſeems very extraordinary that he ſhould conde- 
ſcend to act the part of bellows- blower for them. 
He came here fraught with pity for the ſufferings of 


the poor innocent people, and with an intention of 


relieving them, like Anacharſis Cloots, the 
friend and orator of the human race, gentis hu- 
manæ cuſtos atque pater. He could no more believe 
that the innocent ſons of St. Patrick, dong famed 
for piety and loyalty, could be guilty of treaſonable 
conſpiracies, or outrages, than thoſe active citi- 
zens, his coadjutors, the D—s of N—k and B—, 
Horne Tooke, Hardy, Thelwall, Fx and S—--n, 
could ſuſpect the pcople of England; and ſor this 
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obvious reaſon, that they eſtimated the virtue of 


others, by the intainted innocence of their own 


hearts. In a certain aſſembly, he produced a 
budget, containing an account of their grievances; 
but it was very fortunate that he (from very good 
mot ives no doubt) refrained from opening it; be- 
cauſe had he done ſo, a blaſt would have iſſued 
from it, which would have turned every thing 


topſy turvy, and have occaſioned as many evils as 


the opening of Pandora's box. It reminds me of 
that bag of adverſe wind which olus gave to 
Ulyſſes, and which if he had not kept ſhut, would 
have produced incalculable miſchief. | 

Ni faciat, maria ac fterras, cælumque profundum, 

Duippe ferant rapidi ſecum, verrantque per auras. 

The ſhort ſtay he made here, and the little ſue- 
ceſs his miſſion was attended with, reminds me of 


a remark made in Holy writ, © Thai a TTrophel has 
little honor in his own country.” 


I have the hour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


CAMILLUS. 
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